THE   TOWNS   AND   COMMUNES
sonne. It was in no sense a continuation of the curia of the ancient
Roman civitas, which had disappeared centuries before. • It was
a new system established in the towns in which dwelt freemen
known as ewes (citizens) or even mUites (knights). A deed of 1107
dealing with the inhabitants of Carcassonne mentions 'the knights,
the burgesses (burgenses), and all the rest of the people and dwellers
in the faubourgs'. These notables, by agreement with the lord
of the town, had assumed authority and formed a body to control
common business. The details of this organization are unknown
to us; sometimes it was officially recognized by a formal act of
the lord, declaring it to be in conformity with 'the ancient
customs'.
Throughout the greater part of France the organization of the
town was carried out by a formal act of the inhabitants or the
lord, though it cannot be said that the custom of the land had
prepared the way for this. In the north, and especially in Picardy,
it was the inhabitants who formed an association among themselves
in virtue of a custom formerly condemned by Charlemagne and
known by the name of conjuratio; that is, an oath of mutual defence
taken by all. Such was the origin of the form of commune known
as the commune jurte, which appeared to contemporaries in the
light of a recent innovation. 'Commune, that new and odious
term,' writes the ecclesiastic Guibert de Nogent in his account of
the origins of the commune of Laon. It was based upon a senti-
ment unknown to the Roman world. Unlike the ancient civitas,
which had been founded upon obedience to the impersonal authority
of the city, it arose out of a voluntary association, confirmed, like
the bond between lord and vassal, by an oath of personal fealty
intended to guarantee personal assistance by force; but instead of
binding together only two men of different rank for purposes of
individual interest, the oath formed a bond between a large
number of men of equal status for the defence of a collective
interest.
Almost all the communes juries of whose origin we have any
knowledge started in a revolt of the inhabitants against their lord,
usually a bishop or abbot, and for the most part in the region
known as Picardy - in Laon, Beauvais, and Amiens. At Laon
the insurgents massacred the bishop, at Vezelay the abbot, and
these revolts were sometimes put down with savage ferocity: at
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